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ABSTRACT 

This paper advances a novel theoretical framework for analyzing 21st-century global power 

transitions: the dynamic interaction between Transactional Power-encompassing economic, 

military, and institutional dominance-and Civilizational Capital, constituted by deep-rooted 

cultural, intellectual, and social continuity. While canonical International Relations 

paradigms-realism, liberal institutionalism, and constructivism-prioritize material 

capabilities and formal institutions, they systematically fail to explain differential state 

resilience under systemic pressure. We argue that Civilizational Capital functions as a latent 

structural variable that increasingly conditions geopolitical outcomes in the emerging 

multipolar order. Introducing a Dual Power Matrix, we map how states occupy distinct 

quadrants defined by their configurations of transactional and civilizational power, and we 

derive predictions about their trajectories of resilience, influence, and systemic survival. 

Through comparative case analysis of Iran, Iraq, China, India, and Turkey, alongside an 

examination of the civilizational dimensions of global financial trust, we demonstrate both 

the explanatory power and the policy utility of this framework. We conclude by proposing a 

research agenda for operationalizing Civilizational Capital as a measurable variable within 

the broader project of pluralizing International Relations theory. 

Keywords: Civilizational Capital, Dual Power Theory, Geopolitical Resilience, 

Multipolarity, Transactional Power, Strategic Culture, Global IR, Financial Trust, 

India, Iran, China, Turkey, Russia 

1. INTRODUCTION: THE ANALYTICAL GAP IN CONTEMPORARY IR 

The post-Cold War international order has been interpreted predominantly through three 

lenses: economic interdependence (Keohane & Nye, 1977), liberal institutionalism 

(Ikenberry, 2001), and structural realism's unipolar moment (Waltz, 1979; Mearsheimer, 

2001). Each paradigm captures a dimension of reality yet leaves significant empirical 

territory unmapped. Sanctioned economies persist-Iran and Russia have both endured 

decades of financial attrition without regime collapse. Wealthy, resource-rich states have 

fragmented catastrophically after external intervention-Iraq and Libya being paradigmatic 

cases. Trust in the institutions undergirding the liberal financial order is undergoing 

strategic recalibration across the Global South. 
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These anomalies share a common thread: they resist explanation through material metrics 

alone. They call for a variable that operates at a different temporal frequency and through 

different causal pathways than GDP, military expenditure, or alliance membership. This 

paper proposes that Civilizational Capital-the accumulated stock of cultural, intellectual, 

and social assets developed over extended historical timeframes-constitutes precisely this 

missing explanatory variable. 

1.1 Three Guiding Questions 

1. Why do certain states demonstrate remarkable endurance under prolonged 

external pressure while others with comparable or superior material endowments 

fragment? 

2. How does deep historical identity condition a society's adaptive capacity, strategic 

culture, and capacity for institutional improvisation? 

3. In what ways is the legitimacy of global financial architecture being re-negotiated 

along civilizational-not merely transactional-lines? 

1.2 Paper Contribution 

This work bridges IR theory, historical sociology, and civilizational analysis (Arnason, 2003; 

Buzan & Lawson, 2015) to propose a Dual Power Matrix-a two-axis model of global 

influence that accounts for both immediate geopolitical maneuvering and long-term 

structural resilience. The framework rests on a central thesis: transactional power 

determines short-term geopolitical outcomes, while Civilizational Capital systematically 

conditions long-term systemic resilience, recovery capacity, and the outer limits of strategic 

autonomy. The framework is designed to be analytically rigorous without being 

reductionist, and comparative without being essentialist. It aims to offer both predictive 

utility and policy utility: understanding which states will endure, and what kinds of global 

orders are possible. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: POSITIONING THE FRAMEWORK 

2.1 The Four Dominant Paradigms and Their Blind Spots 

International Relations theory has been dominated by a cluster of Western, predominantly 

material-rationalist frameworks. While each has generated genuine insight, their 

cumulative shortcomings become legible when confronted with the empirical record of the 

multipolar transition. 

Structural Realism holds that material capabilities and relative power determine state 

behaviour. It explains balancing, arms races, and great-power competition well, but cannot 

explain Iran's decades-long resilience despite severe material asymmetry, nor the collapse 

of materially superior states under external pressure. 



Liberal Institutionalism argues that a rules-based multilateral order ensures stability 

through repeated interaction and institutional lock-in. It illuminates post-WWII order-

building but overlooks non-Western institutional logics and treats normative pluralism as 

deviation rather than as a systemic feature. 

Constructivism holds that ideational factors-norms, identities, and discourse-shape 

interests and behaviour. It explains norm diffusion and identity politics well, but under-

specifies which identities confer strategic durability and resilience across time horizons. 

World-Systems Theory illuminates structural dependency and development constraints 

through its core-periphery model, but is largely static and underestimates civilizational 

agency, non-economic sources of power, and the significant post-2000 shifts occurring 

within the periphery. 

2.2 Emerging Scholarship on Civilizational Analysis 

A secondary current within IR has begun to rehabilitate civilizational categories. Key 

contributions include: 

- Eisenstadt's concept of "multiple modernities" (2000) challenged the teleological 

assumption that modernisation converges on a single Western template, demonstrating 

that civilizational inheritances continue to shape institutional configurations. 

- Huntington's "clash of civilizations" thesis (1996), while widely critiqued for its 

essentialism and predictive failures, nonetheless placed civilizational identity at the centre 

of post-Cold War geopolitical analysis. 

- Acharya's Global IR project (2014) calls for pluralizing theoretical foundations by 

recovering non-Western intellectual traditions-Chinese Tianxia, Indian Dharmashastra, 

African Ubuntu-as genuine sources of IR theory. 

- Bajpai's work on Indian strategic thought (2020) reconstructs a distinctly civilizational 

tradition of statecraft, complicating realist readings of Indian foreign policy. 

- Nexon and Neumann (2017), drawing on imperial sociology, argue that empires and 

civilizations are primary units of analysis obscured by the Westphalian state-centric 

framework. 

The residual gap: No existing framework systematically operationalizes civilizational depth 

as a measurable structural variable that interacts dynamically with transactional power 

configurations. This paper addresses that gap. 

3. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK: CIVILIZATIONAL CAPITAL 

3.1 Core Definition 



Civilizational Capital is the accumulated stock of cultural, intellectual, institutional, and 

social assets developed over extended historical timeframes that enhance a society's 

cohesion, adaptive capacity, and strategic autonomy under systemic stress. 

Several features of this definition require emphasis. First, Civilizational Capital is not 

equivalent to civilization in the Huntingtonian sense-it is not a fixed, bounded unit with a 

permanent essence. It is an analytical construct measuring a specific functional property: 

the capacity of a polity to maintain coherence and strategic agency when under pressure. 

Second, it is accumulated-it has genuine historical depth and cannot be manufactured in the 

short term. Third, it is functional: it is not merely a cultural inheritance but an operative 

resource that governments, movements, and populations can mobilize. Fourth, it is 

contestable: its content is always subject to internal debate, selective appropriation, and 

political contestation. 

3.2 Three Constitutive Dimensions 

Dimension 1 - Knowledge Systems 

Components: Philosophical and scientific traditions; indigenous epistemic frameworks; 

ethical-legal heritage. 

Indicators: Density of classical textual traditions; continuity of indigenous knowledge 

practices; integration of traditional ethics in contemporary policy discourse. 

Examples: India's Ayurvedic knowledge base informing health diplomacy; China's use of 

Confucian governance motifs in domestic legitimation; Iran's Shia jurisprudential 

infrastructure enabling adaptive governance. 

Dimension 2 - Social Cohesion 

Components: Shared identity across diversity; narrative stability under stress; 

intergenerational institutional trust; cross-sectoral solidarity mechanisms within a 

civilizationally integrative social structure capable of sustaining internal differentiation 

without systemic fragmentation. 

Indicators: Resilience of social fabric during crisis events; low levels of civilizationally-

driven fragmentation; sustained public trust in national institutions; tolerance for short-

term sacrifice for long-term collective goals. 

Examples: Indian democratic resilience across partition, emergency, and communal 

violence; Iranian social mobilization against external pressure; Turkish continuity across 

republican-Islamist tensions. 

Dimension 3 - Diaspora Networks 

Components: Global talent distribution; remittance and investment flows; transnational soft 

power; epistemic communities in global institutions. 



Indicators: Diaspora engagement in homeland development; influence in global academia, 

science, and industry; cultural diplomacy reach; second-generation identity retention. 

Examples: Indian diaspora's influence in Silicon Valley and UK/US governance; Chinese 

overseas networks in Southeast Asian finance; Iranian diaspora intellectual output despite 

political tensions. 

3.3 Toward a Prototype Civilizational Capital Index 

The framework acknowledges the measurement challenge inherent in operationalizing a 

concept as multidimensional as Civilizational Capital. Any composite index carries 

aggregation risks, and qualitative assessments raise inter-rater reliability concerns. 

Nevertheless, the following prototype indicators are offered as a starting point for future 

empirical work, not as a definitive measurement solution. Each dimension maps onto the 

three constitutive components identified above. 

Knowledge Systems Sub-Index: The number of institutionalized indigenous epistemic 

frameworks with demonstrable policy integration (e.g., traditional medicine incorporated 

into national health policy, classical legal traditions recognized in constitutional 

jurisprudence). This can be scored on a graduated scale from 0 (no integration) to 4 (deep, 

cross-sectoral integration), with secondary indicators drawn from UNESCO intangible 

heritage registrations and comparative constitutional law databases. 

Social Cohesion Sub-Index: Crisis-response indicators capturing societal solidarity under 

external pressure, including civil conflict recurrence rates (drawing on the Uppsala Conflict 

Data Program), longitudinal institutional trust surveys (Edelman Trust Barometer, World 

Values Survey), and the speed and coherence of national mobilization responses to systemic 

shocks. States demonstrating rapid, cross-sectoral solidarity with limited institutional 

fragmentation score higher on this dimension. 

Diaspora Influence Sub-Index: The proportional representation of diaspora members in 

globally significant positions across science, technology, academia, and governance, 

normalized by home-country population. Secondary indicators include remittance-to-GDP 

ratios, diaspora entrepreneurship indices (drawing on OECD and World Bank datasets), and 

cultural diplomacy footprint metrics such as language-learning enrollment and cultural 

institute presence globally. 

These sub-indices are additive but not reducible to a single scalar without loss of 

information. The research agenda proposed in Section 8 outlines the methodological 

pathways through which these prototype indicators could be refined, validated, and applied 

cross-nationally. 

3.4 Methodological Properties 

Civilizational Capital possesses four methodological properties: 



- Relational: Never assessed in isolation but always in interaction with transactional power 

configurations and with other civilizational units. 

- Dynamic: Subject to renewal, reinterpretation, selective mobilization, and strategic 

deployment-as well as decay, suppression, and erasure. 

- Internally contested: What counts as the civilizational legacy is always an arena of 

domestic power struggle. 

- Functionally asymmetric: High Civilizational Capital does not guarantee transactional 

success, but it substantially raises the floor of resilience under transactional pressure. 

3.5 Distinguishing Adjacent Concepts 

Soft Power (Nye): Soft power is an output-the ability to attract and persuade. Civilizational 

Capital is a structural input that may or may not be converted into soft power depending on 

strategic capacity. 

National Identity: National identity is a proximate political construction. Civilizational 

Capital refers to the deeper sediment of historical, cultural, and epistemic resources from 

which national identities draw selectively. 

Strategic Culture: Strategic culture describes a state's characteristic approach to statecraft. 

Civilizational Capital is the broader substrate from which strategic cultures emerge. 

Cultural Hegemony: Gramscian hegemony focuses on domination and consent maintenance. 

Civilizational Capital is non-hegemonic in origin-it functions as a resilience resource even 

for states without hegemonic ambition. 

4. DUAL POWER THEORY: THE TWO-AXIS MODEL 

4.1 Transactional Power 

Transactional Power is liquid, measurable, coercive, and time-sensitive. It operates 

primarily through fungible instruments-currency, credit, contracts, and coercive capability-

deployable in relatively short time horizons. Core instruments include: 

- Financial architecture: currency dominance, reserve status, SWIFT access, sovereign credit 

ratings, capital market access 

- Military capability: force projection, alliance architectures, arms sales, base networks, and 

nuclear deterrence 

- Trade and supply chain leverage: export controls, sanctions regimes, technology transfer 

restrictions, and market access conditionality 



- Institutional design: control over multilateral rule-making bodies, standard-setting 

agencies, and adjudicative mechanisms 

The United States and its networked institutional infrastructure remain the dominant 

transactional power, though this dominance is structurally eroding across multiple 

dimensions. 

4.2 Civilizational Power 

Civilizational Power is latent, qualitative, legitimating, and generational. It does not yield 

immediate tactical leverage but constitutes the structural substrate from which long-term 

strategic autonomy is constructed. Core instruments include: 

- Identity narrative continuity: coherent, historically grounded accounts of national purpose 

and civilizational mission 

- Normative legitimacy: the perceived right to govern according to distinct values, beyond 

purely procedural democratic legitimacy 

- Institutional resilience: governance traditions that can absorb shocks, improvise under 

pressure, and reconstitute after disruption 

- Epistemic infrastructure: educational, scientific, and intellectual institutions rooted in 

civilizational traditions 

India, Iran, China, Turkey, and Russia exhibit varying configurations of Civilizational Power, 

each facing distinct challenges in converting it into strategic advantage. 

4.3 The Dual Power Matrix 

States can be located on a two-axis matrix (Transactional Power vs. Civilizational Capital), 

yielding four ideal-typical quadrants: 

Quadrant I - Hegemonic Transactors (High Transactional, Variable Civilizational) 

Trajectory: Dominant short-term; vulnerable to long-run legitimacy erosion and 

civilizational backlash. 

Examples: United States, post-WWII Western bloc. 

Quadrant II - Civilizational Challengers (Rising Transactional, High Civilizational) 

Trajectory: Strategic momentum; capable of absorbing transactional shocks; competitive in 

norm-setting. 

Examples: India, China. 

Quadrant III - Civilizational Fortresses (Low Transactional, High Civilizational) 



Trajectory: Resistant to regime change and fragmentation; limited power projection; long 

resilience horizon. 

Examples: Iran, Turkey. 

Quadrant IV - Fragile States (Low Transactional, Low Civilizational) 

Trajectory: Highly vulnerable to external pressure; prone to institutional collapse; 

dependent on external patronage. 

Examples: Iraq (post-2003), Libya. 

4.4 Core Theoretical Propositions 

Resilience Proposition: States with high Civilizational Capital can absorb transactional 

shocks more effectively, maintain internal cohesion under external pressure, and recover 

faster from material setbacks. 

Legitimacy Proposition: The legitimacy of global institutional orders is partly contingent on 

the perceived civilizational inclusivity of those orders-states will resist or defect from 

institutional frameworks perceived as civilizationally alien or extractive. 

Multipolarity Proposition: In a multipolar order, the dominant coalition will tend to be 

composed of states with both transactional competence and civilizational depth-pure 

transactors will face persistent legitimacy deficits. 

Transition Proposition: States transitioning from Quadrant III to Quadrant II-converting 

Civilizational Capital into transactional capability-represent the most consequential actors 

in the current global transition. 

KEY THESIS: Transactional power determines short-term geopolitical outcomes. 

Civilizational Capital systematically conditions long-term systemic resilience, recovery 

capacity, and the outer limits of strategic autonomy. 

5. COMPARATIVE CASE ANALYSES 

5.1 Iran vs. Iraq: Divergent Trajectories Under External Pressure 

The Iran–Iraq comparison constitutes perhaps the most instructive natural experiment 

available to this framework. Both states faced sustained external pressure, experienced 

varying degrees of economic constraint, and occupied the same geopolitical neighbourhood. 

Their outcomes diverged sharply-and material metrics alone cannot account for the 

divergence. 

Historical State Continuity: 



Iran - 2,500+ year Persian state tradition; Safavid institutionalization of Shia Islam as state 

religion in 16th century; continuous administrative and cultural legacy. 

Iraq - Artificial colonial construct; Ottoman–British boundary demarcation; no indigenous 

state tradition at the territorial level. 

Civilizational Identity Depth: 

Iran - Persian linguistic-cultural identity plus Shia Islamic synthesis; high internal 

coherence despite ethnic diversity (Persians, Azeris, Kurds). 

Iraq - Competitive Sunni–Shia–Kurdish identity claims with no overarching civilizational 

narrative capable of generating solidarity. 

State-Society Nexus: 

Iran - Revolutionary ideology fused with civilizational narrative; regime legitimacy 

anchored in both Islamic and Persian national claims. 

Iraq - Weak post-2003 state legitimacy; external imposition of institutions perceived as 

alien; governance deficit. 

Response to Sanctions Pressure: 

Iran - Adaptive informal economies; sanctions-induced industrialization in some sectors; 

diaspora partial support; ideological mobilization framing pressure as civilizational siege. 

Iraq - Economic collapse; institutional vacuum; dependency on external actors; 

fragmentation along sectarian-tribal lines. 

Strategic Outcome: 

Iran - Regime survival; regional influence expansion; nuclear programme advancement; 

asymmetric deterrence capacity. 

Iraq - State fragmentation; prolonged instability; susceptibility to Islamic State territorial 

capture; ongoing civil conflict. 

Analytical Insight: Civilizational Capital provided Iran with a structural "resilience buffer" 

that Iraq fundamentally lacked. This is not an argument that Iran's political system is 

preferable-it is an argument that the durability of a state under external pressure cannot be 

assessed without accounting for the depth of its civilizational substrate. 

5.2 China: Transactional Ascent, Civilizational Ambition 

China represents the most consequential case of a state attempting to convert Civilizational 

Capital into transactional dominance in the modern era. 



- The transactional achievement is undeniable: export-led growth, infrastructure diplomacy 

through the Belt and Road Initiative, technological ascent across multiple frontier domains, 

and the construction of partial alternatives to Western financial infrastructure (CIPS, digital 

yuan). 

- The civilizational dimension is equally significant: the "great rejuvenation of the Chinese 

nation" narrative; the mobilization of Confucian governance motifs (harmony, hierarchy, 

filial responsibility) for domestic legitimation; the reframing of BRI as civilizational 

connectivity rather than mere commercial expansion. 

- The structural tension China faces is the incompatibility between its transactional 

integration in the global economy-which requires institutional predictability and rules-

based engagement-and its civilizational distinctiveness claims, which resist Western 

normative frameworks. 

- China's reserve currency deficit reflects not merely technical barriers but a trust deficit 

rooted partly in the perceived opacity and political subordination of Chinese financial 

institutions. This is, in part, a civilizational-legitimacy problem. 

5.3 India: A High-Density Civilizational State in Transition 

India occupies a unique position in the Dual Power Matrix: it is the only major power that 

combines deep civilizational continuity, functioning democratic complexity, and a rising 

transactional capability profile. This convergence is analytically significant not merely as 

variation within a shared category of “civilizational states,” but as a structurally distinctive 

configuration in which temporal depth, demographic scale, and institutional continuity 

operate simultaneously and at unusually high levels of intensity. 

India’s civilizational assets are of unusual depth and internal complexity. The knowledge 

tradition extends across a multi-millennial arc, generating not a single unified intellectual 

system but a civilizationally integrative framework capable of sustaining multiple 

philosophical traditions-Vedantic, Buddhist, Jain, and Sufi-within a coherent and mutually 

referencing whole. This internal differentiation is not a weakness in the Huntingtonian 

sense; it is, within the framework of this paper, evidence of high Civilizational Capital: the 

capacity to maintain large-scale societal coherence across extraordinary internal diversity 

without requiring suppression of difference. The democratic institutional record reinforces 

this reading. India’s democratic continuity across partition, emergency, communal violence, 

and successive transfers of power represents a demonstrated capacity for institutional 

reproduction under stress conditions that few polities of comparable scale have matched. 

India’s civilizational continuity operates at a scale, persistence, and degree of internal 

transmission that is not easily paralleled in the contemporary international system. This 

continuity is not dependent on a single institutional form or political regime; rather, it is 

distributed across social practices, intellectual traditions, living knowledge systems, and 

enduring cultural frameworks that have retained generative relevance across deep 



historical transitions. Within the analytical architecture of this paper, this positions India at 

the upper bound of Civilizational Capital density among modern states-a claim that is 

comparative and structural, not normative. 

Transactional growth trajectory: digital public infrastructure (Aadhaar, UPI) as a globally 

replicable governance innovation; expanding space and defence technology capabilities; 

G20 presidency leveraged for Global South norm-setting; and Strategic Autonomy as a 

consistent and operationalized foreign policy doctrine that functions, in part, as a 

civilizational claim to independent systemic judgment. 

The unique positioning: India is uniquely positioned to demonstrate that a non-hegemonic 

path to civilizational modernity is achievable-one in which civilizational depth and modern 

institutional capacity operate in tandem rather than in opposition. Unlike China, whose 

civilizational claims are structurally entangled with a single-party governance model that 

resists normative exportability, India’s civilizational assets are embedded within a 

democratic and civilizationally integrative institutional architecture that renders them 

legible to a wider range of potential partners across the Global South and beyond. 

Central Condition: India’s long-term trajectory depends not on the presence of civilizational 

resources-which are structurally abundant-but on the successful alignment of these 

resources with transactional capabilities. Failure to translate civilizational depth into 

institutional and economic power would result in systematic underperformance relative to 

structural potential. Successful alignment would enable India to shape emerging global 

norms through demonstrative capacity rather than coercive dominance-a pathway that is 

available to India precisely because of the combination of civilizational legitimacy and 

democratic credibility that no other major rising power currently commands. This 

configuration represents not merely variation within a category of civilizational states, but a 

structurally distinctive case in which temporal depth, demographic scale, and institutional 

continuity converge at an unusually high level of density and mutual reinforcement. 

5.4 Turkey: The Contested Civilizational Pivot 

Turkey represents a theoretically illuminating case of civilizational repositioning under 

conditions of domestic political transformation. The Kemalist republican tradition 

positioned Turkey as a Western-oriented secular state that had implicitly suppressed its 

Ottoman-Islamic civilizational inheritance. The AKP project reversed this: mobilizing 

Ottoman historical memory, Islamic institutional resources, and a "Neo-Ottoman" regional 

identity narrative as instruments of foreign policy distinctiveness. 

- The civilizational pivot has yielded genuine strategic dividends: expanded influence in the 

Middle East, Central Asia, and Africa; an independent foreign policy posture that defies 

NATO alignment expectations; and a domestic legitimacy narrative grounded in 

civilizational restoration. 



- However, Turkey also illustrates the risks of civilizational mobilization under conditions of 

institutional degradation: the erosion of judicial independence and press freedom has 

reduced the "social cohesion" dimension of Civilizational Capital even as the 

"narrativization" dimension has intensified. 

Theoretical Implication: Civilizational Capital is not a unitary asset. It can be simultaneously 

increased on one dimension (narrative coherence) and depleted on another (institutional 

trust). States that “over-narrativize” at the expense of institutional substance risk creating a 

civilizational facade that is brittle under genuine stress. 

Comparative Note: While Turkey exhibits important elements of civilizational re-

articulation, its modern trajectory reflects a more discontinuous institutional 

transformation relative to India’s long-duration civilizational continuity. Turkey’s 

Civilizational Capital has been partly reconstructed through deliberate state-led narrative 

and institutional reconfiguration following the rupture of the Kemalist settlement-a process 

that is analytically distinct from the continuous transmission and organic reproduction of 

civilizational resources that characterizes the Indian case. This distinction matters for the 

framework: Civilizational Capital derived from uninterrupted transmission carries different 

structural properties than capital that has been strategically reassembled after periods of 

deliberate suppression. The former tends to be more deeply embedded in social practices 

and therefore more resilient under stress; the latter may be more susceptible to fragility if 

the political coalition sustaining the reconstruction project weakens or fractures. 

6. TRUST, FINANCE, AND THE EVOLVING GLOBAL ORDER 

6.1 The Weaponization of Finance as Civilizational Catalyst 

The post-2022 financial sanctions architecture-freezing of Russian sovereign reserves, 

SWIFT exclusion, and the broader weaponization of dollar clearing-constitutes a watershed 

moment in the geopolitics of global finance. It has catalysed a structural reconsideration of 

financial dependency across the Global South. The sanctions regime accelerated several pre-

existing trends: 

- Currency diversification initiatives: bilateral local-currency trade agreements (India–

Russia, China–Gulf states), CBDC experimentation with cross-border applications, and 

growing gold reserve accumulation as a sanctions-proof store of value. 

- Alternative payment infrastructure: CIPS (China), SPFS (Russia), the ongoing expansion of 

non-SWIFT clearing arrangements, and multilateral discussions within BRICS+ on reserve-

currency alternatives. 

- Strategic hedging by Global South states: the abstentions pattern at the UN General 

Assembly on Ukraine resolutions-involving India, South Africa, Brazil, and most of Africa-

reflects not sympathy for Russia but a structural aversion to financial alignment that could 

be weaponized. 



6.2 Why the Dollar Endures-and What Would Dislodge It 

The dollar's reserve currency status rests on structural foundations no challenger currently 

replicates: 

- Institutional depth: a century of legal, regulatory, and judicial infrastructure making 

dollar-denominated contracts predictable across jurisdictions. 

- Market liquidity: unmatched depth and breadth of US Treasury and corporate bond 

markets, creating self-reinforcing network effects. 

- Trust in property rights: the credibility of the US commitment to honouring sovereign and 

private claims, underpinned by rule of law. 

However, the weaponization of reserves has introduced a new variable: the conditional 

nature of this trust. States now face the empirically demonstrated risk that dollar-

denominated assets can be frozen by political decision. This does not immediately dislodge 

the dollar, but it changes the optimization calculus: holding dollar reserves now carries a 

political risk premium that previously did not exist. 

Key Insight: The dollar's dominance persists not because alternatives are adequate, but 

because the cost of fragmentation remains higher than the cost of political risk. This 

calculus is not stable. 

6.3 The Civilizational Dimension of Financial Trust 

Financial trust is not a purely technical phenomenon. It is underwritten by perceptions of 

civilizational legitimacy, historical reliability, and normative alignment. 

- Normative alignment: states are more willing to subordinate themselves to financial 

systems perceived as reflecting values they recognize as legitimate. The SWIFT exclusion of 

Russia was perceived by many Global South states as evidence that the financial system is 

an instrument of Western civilizational power. 

- Historical reliability: the track record of Bretton Woods institutions-IMF conditionality, 

structural adjustment programmes, and perceived double standards in their application-has 

generated a deep reserve of scepticism in the Global South. 

- Civilizational compatibility: emerging states are beginning to evaluate financial 

partnerships through a dual lens: transactional efficiency and civilizational compatibility. 

This explains the partial success of Chinese financial diplomacy despite the renminbi's 

limited reserve currency utility. 

Emerging Hypothesis: The transition to a genuinely multipolar financial order will not be 

driven primarily by the technical superiority of alternatives, but by the accumulation of 

civilizational legitimacy deficits in the existing system. 



Returning to the Dual Power Matrix: financial trust can be understood as an intersection 

variable, generated at the confluence of transactional capability and civilizational 

legitimacy. Dollar dominance occupies Quadrant I of the matrix-high transactional power, 

but with civilizational alignment now in structural decline among much of the Global South. 

Challenger financial architectures (CIPS, BRICS+ reserve arrangements) currently sit closer 

to Quadrant III: limited transactional reach but accumulating civilizational legitimacy 

credits precisely because they are perceived as non-weaponizable alternatives. The matrix 

thus predicts that the trajectory of global financial order will track the broader civilizational 

legitimacy competition, not merely the technical race to replicate dollar-infrastructure. 

A further implication follows for the Resilience Proposition: states with deeper civilizational 

anchoring are structurally more sensitive to questions of legitimacy in financial alignment, 

and therefore more likely to diversify away from systems perceived as externally 

conditional or politically contingent. The civilizational dimension of financial trust is not 

merely a diplomatic variable-it is a structural one, shaping the risk calculus of reserve 

managers, institutional investors, and sovereign wealth funds across the Global South in 

ways that conventional financial analysis systematically underestimates. 

7. THEORETICAL AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 For International Relations Theory 

Temporal Pluralism: IR theory must move beyond its implicit presentism. Civilizational 

Capital introduces a temporal variable that requires analysis across multiple time horizons 

simultaneously. 

Power Disaggregation: Power must be disaggregated into at least two distinct dimensions-

transactional and civilizational-that operate through different causal mechanisms and on 

different timescales. Conflating all forms of power into a single material metric produces 

systematic predictive errors. 

Pluralist Ontology: The ontological primacy of the Westphalian nation-state must be relaxed 

to accommodate civilizational units as structurally significant. States are embedded within 

civilizational contexts that shape their interests, resilience, and the legitimacy of their 

institutional claims. 

7.2 For National Strategy 

1. Cultural-Educational Infrastructure: Revive, modernize, and internationalize 

indigenous knowledge systems; invest in educational infrastructure that integrates 

civilizational heritage with contemporary analytical frameworks. 

2. Narrative Coherence Investment: Develop authentic, internally contested, and 

globally communicable civilizational narratives; avoid both triumphalist 

nationalism and apologetic deracination. 



3. Diaspora Engagement Architecture: Formalize institutional channels for diaspora 

knowledge, capital, and political influence; recognize diasporas as strategic 

civilizational assets rather than merely remittance sources. 

4. Institutional Innovation: Develop institutional innovations that blend traditional 

governance wisdom with contemporary administrative requirements; resist the 

false choice between civilizational authenticity and institutional modernity. 

7.3 For India: A Structural Strategic Opportunity 

India's unique configuration-civilizational depth, democratic complexity, technological 

ascent, and geopolitical non-alignment-positions it to perform a global function no other 

state can currently offer: demonstrating that a non-Western, non-authoritarian, deeply 

civilizational polity can successfully navigate the 21st century. 

Specific strategic opportunities include: 

A potential “civilizational-modern synthesis” pathway for global governance: India’s 

experience suggests that technological competence, democratic accountability, and 

civilizational depth may function as mutually reinforcing rather than mutually exclusive 

assets. 

An institutional bridge role between Western and non-Western institutional logics in global 

governance reform, leveraged through India’s structural position in the G20, the Global 

South coalition, and multilateral reform processes. 

Comparative advantage in domains where Civilizational Capital is a genuine differentiator: 

health and wellness diplomacy (Yoga, Ayurveda); digital public goods (the UPI/Aadhaar 

model as a replicable governance innovation); and a civilizationally grounded democratic 

model as a global demonstration effect. 

The potential positioning of Indian legal, financial, and institutional frameworks as credible 

civilizational alternatives in the Global South, where Chinese alternatives carry dependency 

risks and Western alternatives carry conditionality costs. 

8. LIMITATIONS AND RESEARCH FRONTIERS 

8.1 Conceptual Challenges 

Measurement validity: developing valid, non-reductive indicators for Civilizational Capital 

that capture its multidimensional nature without collapsing into crude cultural 

essentialism. Composite indices carry aggregation risks; qualitative assessments carry 

inter-rater reliability problems. 

Essentialism risk: the framework's reliance on civilizational categories creates the risk of 

reifying them-treating historically constructed identities as permanent, natural, or 



internally uniform. This must be resisted through consistent emphasis on internal diversity, 

contestation, and historical construction. 

Causal identification: disentangling the independent effect of Civilizational Capital from 

institutional quality, geographic factors, resource endowments, and alliance membership 

requires both methodological innovation and intellectual honesty about residual 

uncertainty. 

8.2 Methodological Pathways 

1. Mixed-Methods Approaches: Combine historical-comparative analysis, 

interpretive discourse analysis, and quantitative proxy construction to triangulate 

across methodological traditions. 

2. Comparative Civilizational Studies: Systematic comparative analysis across India, 

China, Iran, Turkey, Russia, the EU, and selected African cases to test the 

framework's comparative predictions. 

3. Process Tracing: Granular examination of specific policy decisions-sanctions 

responses, institutional design choices, alliance realignments-to trace the operative 

mechanisms through which Civilizational Capital functions. 

4. Network and Topology Analysis: Mapping diaspora influence, knowledge flows, 

normative diffusion, and financial network topology to identify the structural 

pathways through which Civilizational Capital produces geopolitical effects. 

8.3 Interdisciplinary Integration Required 

Future work should engage: 

- Historical sociology: for understanding the longue duree dynamics of state formation, 

identity construction, and institutional evolution. 

- Cognitive and social anthropology: for understanding ritual, memory, symbolic power, and 

the mechanisms by which collective identity is reproduced and mobilized. 

- Complexity science: for modelling the non-linear dynamics of resilience, adaptation, and 

phase transitions in complex social systems. 

- Digital humanities: for large-scale computational analysis of civilizational narratives, 

identity discourse, and epistemic heritage across historical corpora. 

- Political economy: for understanding the interaction between civilizational legitimacy and 

financial architecture, investment flows, and institutional design. 



9. CONCLUSION: TOWARD A TRANS-TRANSACTIONAL 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

The 21st century's geopolitical landscape cannot be adequately analyzed through economic 

metrics, military balance sheets, or institutional membership rolls alone. As power diffuses 

across a genuinely multipolar system and as the legitimacy of the existing liberal 

international order is contested from multiple directions simultaneously, the interaction 

between Transactional Power and Civilizational Capital emerges as a defining dynamic of 

the transitional moment. 

This framework does not reject existing IR paradigms. It extends them by adding a temporal 

dimension that material analyses systematically underweight. It proposes a complementary 

axis of analysis-civilizational depth-that, combined with conventional metrics of 

transactional capability, yields a more complete and more predictively accurate picture of 

international order. 

Among contemporary states, variation in Civilizational Capital is not evenly distributed. 

Certain states exhibit significantly higher levels of accumulated civilizational depth, 

continuity, and adaptive capacity than others-a variation that is empirically observable 

rather than merely asserted. India represents one of the clearest empirical cases of a high-

density civilizational configuration operating within a modern democratic state structure. 

Its combination of temporal depth, internal civilizational differentiation within a coherent 

philosophical structure, institutional continuity, and diaspora reach positions it as a 

structurally distinctive actor in the emerging multipolar order-one whose long-term 

trajectory will be among the most important tests of the framework’s central propositions. 

The framework’s three core claims: 

Resilience tends to be cultivated: across generations, through the accumulation of social 

cohesion, narrative coherence, and epistemic depth. It is not easily purchased, coerced, or 

externally installed in the short term. 

Legitimacy is historical: it reflects the perceived civilizational fairness of international 

orders, not merely their procedural or legal formalism. 

Influence is narrative: exercised through the power to define what constitutes legitimate 

governance, sustainable development, and authentic modernity. 

In an era of polycrisis-cascading environmental, technological, financial, and geopolitical 

disruptions-states that strategically cultivate their Civilizational Capital while competently 

managing their transactional engagements will be best positioned to navigate uncertainty, 

shape emerging norms, and contribute to a more civilizationally integrative and structurally 

stable global order. 



The deepest resources of geopolitical endurance are not found in arsenals or reserves, but 

in the long memory, institutional continuity, and civilizational depth of societies that have 

learned to persist-and to adapt-across time. 
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ENDNOTES 

https://helixoriginator.github.io/civilizational-capital-dual-power-framework/


1. The concept of 'Civilizational Capital' as used here is distinct from Pierre 

Bourdieu's forms of capital (economic, cultural, social, symbolic), though it draws 

conceptual inspiration from the idea that non-economic resources can function as 

structural assets. The civilizational register operates at a scale and temporal depth 

that Bourdieusian analysis, focused on field-level dynamics, does not capture. 

2. The Iran–Iraq comparison must be treated with appropriate caution. The 

divergent outcomes also reflect differences in geographic depth, oil revenue 

trajectories, external patron networks, and the specific modalities of intervention. 

The claim is not that Civilizational Capital is the sole explanatory variable but that it 

is a necessary explanatory variable that existing analyses systematically neglect. 

3. On the concept of 'weaponized interdependence,' see Farrell & Newman (2019). 

The civilizational dimension of this phenomenon-the perceived alignment or 

misalignment of the weaponizing state with the targeted state's civilizational 

framework-is undertheorized in that literature. 

4. India's 'Strategic Autonomy' doctrine, articulated most clearly in the non-

alignment tradition and its post-Cold War reinterpretation as 'multi-alignment,' can 

be read as the explicit operationalization of Civilizational Capital as a foreign policy 

asset: the claim that India's civilizational depth entitles it to independent judgment 

in the international system, unconstrained by bloc loyalty. 


